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Micro Decision Making . Paradigm Innovation in China’s
Education Policy Research

CHEN Tao, XU Xiaojuan

(' School of Public Administration, Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu 611130, China)

Abstract : For a long time, China’s education policy research has mainly focused on the macro level
such as institutions and systems, but less on the micro level such as grassroots organizations and individual
development. At present, China’s education policy research is starting a micro—turn research trend from
“grand preference” to “anthropological return”, promoting policy research to realize the combination of
macro and micro of topevel design and grassroots care, and carrying out a new exploration of education
micro-decisiorrmaking research. With the concept of “providing education to the satisfaction of the people”
taking root in people’s hearts, the values of people-orientation, high-quality and accuracy have become the
ultimate values of educational micro-decisionr-making research. In order to understand the research on micro
—decisiorrmaking in education according to the standard of disciplinary paradigm, it is necessary to take the
knowledge-based position as the starting point; firstly, to analyze the dimension of theory, by clarifying the
logical progression of many disciplines, such as economics, sociology, political science and history, it can be
found that these disciplines have mature theories and practical applications at the micro level, which has an
important inspiring and promoting role in the research on micro-decisiomrmaking in education; secondly, it
is to seek the dimension of methodology, and the educational micro—decision—making research integrates
criticism, quantitative analysis and qualitative research, adopting a mixed research strategy to analyze micro-
phenomena and problems. The root of microeducation research is to face the public and ask for the people’
s advice, to respond to the major concerns of the national education macro—policy at the grassroots and
individual levels, and to promote a strong nation and high-quality development of education.

Key words: micro—decision—making; educational policy; policy research; paradigm innovation;

knowledge system
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